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VIDEO REVIEWS

The Displaced View
color. 52 min. Midi Onodera, dist. by
Women Make Movies, 225 Lafayette
St., Suite 211, New York, NY 10012;
212-925-0606. 1988, 16mm: $950 (Rent-
al: $130); video: $275 (Rental: $85).
Preview avail; public performance.
WOMEN'S STUDIES
The Displaced Viewis a film that mov-
ingly depicts the odyssey of an Ameri-
can-born Japanese granddaughter in
search of her identity through her
grandmother who is the last of the
family born in Japan. The sense of
isolation the granddaughter feels as a
Japanese woman who cannot speak
Japanese is skillfully evoked in a mon-
tage of images gleaned from old photo-
graphs, movies, animated puppets,
and various experimental film tech-
niques, Onodera focuses almost ex-
clusively on Japanese women as pre-
servers of the old traditions in a coun-
try where they have no meaning, By
revealing the inconsistency of memo-
ry and the cultural erosion of assimila-
tion, the fragile identity of the Japa-
nese in North America is eloquently
expressed, and the sense of alienation
and displacement heightens as the old
voices try to remember the past. The
narrative shifts between English and
Japanese, as well as between genera-
tions. Japanese subtitles are artfully
displayed throughout. The focus on
women makes this film ideal for wom-
en’s studies, but the historical over-
view would be important in other dis-
ciplines such as history and sociology.
Highly recommended for academic li-
braries.—Roxanna Herrick, SUNY at
Stony Brook Lib.



